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Syllabus

We the People: Law and Civics in America
Mr. LaFortune
Curriculum:  We the People: Law and Civics in America
Course Description:  This course uses real life and hypothetical legal situations and hands on debates, mock trials, simulations, and discussions to teach students about various aspects of the law and its role in the everyday lives of teens and young adults in the United States today. It specifically focuses on practical areas of the law that will prove useful to students entering college or the “real world.” Finally, the course expands upon the fundamental rights and responsibilities of American citizens and provides students with the information and tools necessary to become knowledgeable and active citizens in today’s ever-changing society.
Text:
None.
Course Website: http://www.introtolaw.rylatechnologies.com/
Classroom Rules:
1. Be respectful and appropriate at all times. 

2. Be physically and mentally prepared and actively participate in every class.

3. Check all cell phones in at the start of class, and unless otherwise instructed, retrieve them at the end of class.

4. Follow all other classroom and school rules existing or established throughout the course.

Classroom Procedures:

1. Please do not consume food in the classroom. 

2. Quietly enter the room, turn in any applicable homework, and prepare for the start of class.

3. At the conclusion of class all students must be quietly seated in their seats before the class will be dismissed.

4. Restroom Policy: Students are required to use the restroom facilities and get a drink of water prior to class, after class, or during a time designated by the teacher. Students should not interrupt the class to ask for permission to use the restroom. Students who leave the classroom for any reason must use the sign out sheet and take a hall pass with them. Students who are disruptive to the class or not attentive upon their return to class will lose the privilege in the future. Students will be required to stay after school to make up any material missed while they were out of the classroom.

Discipline Policy:  It is expected that all students will conduct themselves in a respectful and appropriate manner at all times. This course is designed for mature and responsible young adults.  Some of the content and issues presented, and the images and videos used in class, require the utmost maturity by all students.

Complete Sentences & Grammar:  Unless explicitly instructed otherwise, students should ALWAYS use complete sentences in EVERYTHING that they do.  This includes using proper grammar, punctuation, spelling, and acceptable academic English syntax.
Grade Weights:

· Participation, Preparation, Class Work/Group Work:


30%
· Unit Tests (five):



  



25%
· Homework Quizzes:







15% 
· Final Examination:







15%
· Final Project:








15%
Grading and Access to Grades: Grades for this course will be kept on Jupiter Grades, which gives students and parents instant access to grades. Parents who have not received passwords by the end of the second week of school should e-mail the teacher. A link to the Jupiter Grades login page can be found on the class website.

Late Work Policy:  It is expected that students will turn in all assignments by their due dates. Any unexcused late work can earn a maximum grade of 50%.
Absence Policy:  If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to check the class syllabus and to complete anything missed before the next class session. Students can also use the class website and Jupiter Grades in order to determine what work must be made up. It is not the teacher’s responsibility to look up or track down missing assignments; this responsibility belongs entirely to the student. Students who miss class time for any reason will be required to stay after school to make up missing lessons.
Extra Credit Policy:  Extra credit is an opportunity for students who have completed all of their assigned work to delve more deeply into a topic of study or to study a related topic of interest that was not covered in class.  I strongly support and encourage all students to take the initiative to engage in meaningful historical and/or legal study and analysis beyond that which is studied in class.  There will be several extra credit opportunities available to the class through the class website, but students are also encouraged to design their own extra credit projects with the approval of the teacher.
Cheating & Plagiarism:  Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously and will NOT be tolerated.  Plagiarism is defined as using the work of another with the intent to present the work as one’s own.  Students will be required to properly paraphrase and cite any sources used for information.  Any student caught cheating, plagiarizing, or voluntarily allowing another to cheat or plagiarize any part of an assignment, test, or project will receive a zero and may be subject to further disciplinary action.
Required Supplies:

1. Three ring binder notebook;
2. Pen (black or blue ink only), pencil, eraser, and highlighter; and
3. Word processor for note taking (permitted but not necessary).
Teacher Contact Information:

Erik M. LaFortune

lafortunee@tantasqua.org
508-347-9301 (School Phone Number)
	Lesson Number & Topics
	Objectives 

Students Will Be Able To:


	Classwork Peer Assignments & Review/Application
	Homework (Due at the Start of the Next Class Session)

	Lesson 1:

What is Law?
Why Does Law Exist?

Law Reflects Societal Values
	· Explain the purposes and goals of the law.
	1.1 Video: Rule of Law (4:23)
1.2 Website: Blackstone’s Commentaries
Problem 1: The Case of The Shipwrecked Sailors

Problem 2: The Case of the Apathetic Bystanders
Short Debate: If humans were inherently good, would law be necessary?
	Readings & Websites:
(1) Rule of Law (CPA & H)
(2) Human Rights (CPA & H)
(3) UDHR (H)

	Lesson 2:
Kinds of Laws: Criminal Laws

Kinds of Laws: Civil Laws
Human Rights
	· Define law and the two general branches of law that exist in the U.S.: criminal & civil law; and
· Explain the concept of human rights.
	CCC I (L1; CPA 1-2; H 1-3)
2.1 Video: Criminal v. Civil (5:50)

2.2 Website: Freedom House Map
2.3 Website: State Department Human Rights Reports
2.4 Video: Human Rights Concerns (6:40)

Review & App.: 1-10

Problem 3: Matt & Kenji’s Skip Day
Short Debate: What role should the U.S. play in enforcing international human rights law?
	Readings & Websites:
(4) Interactive Constitution (Articles) (Menu on bottom left) (CPA & H)
(5) Interactive Constitution (Amendments) (Menu on bottom left) (CPA & H)

(6) Rights Around the World (H)

	Lesson 3:
The U.S. Constitutional Framework

Legislatures

Congress Passes National Statutes

State Legislatures Pass State Statutes

Local Laws
	· Explain the Constitutional foundation upon which all law is structured in the U.S., including the seven principles of government, and the purposes and functions of each of the three branches or government; and

· List federal, state, and local issues as well as issues of concurrent jurisdiction; and

· Explain the importance and role of the Supremacy Clause of Article VI of the Constitution.
	CCC II (L2; CPA 4-5; H 4-6)
3.1 Video: Seven Principles Rap (3:04)
3.2 Video: Constitutional Basics (7:53)
3.3 Video: Basic Civics- Legal System (8:13)
3.4 Video: Federal v. State Power (to 7:27)
3.5 Activity: U.S. Constitutional Review

3.6 Activity: Bill of Rights Review

Review & App.: 11-13

Problem 4: National, State, or Local
	Readings & Websites:
(7) Administrative Agencies (CPA & H)
(8) International Criminal Court Dilemma (CPA & H)
(9) Different Ways the UN Upholds International Law (H)

	Lesson 4:
Government Administrative Agencies

International Laws

International Agencies


	· Identify the role of Administrative Agencies and list several Administrative Agencies within the federal government and their purposes;

· Describe how international law works, how it is made, its purposes, and role in today’s global society; and

· List international organizations and their functions in today’s global society.
	CCC III (L3; CPA 7-8; H 7-9)
4.1 Video: Administrative Agencies (6:45)
4.2 Website: UN International Organizations
Review & App.: 14-20

Problem 5: Trouble in Africa
Short Debate: What role should the U.S. play in international affairs in issues pertaining to the government, finance, or domestic issues other nations?
	Readings & Websites:
(10)  Effective Advocacy (CPA & H)
(11)  Right to Vote (CPA & H)
(12)  Lawmaking in Massachusetts (H)



	Lesson 5:
Advocacy in Lawmaking Process

The Responsibility to Vote

Why Don’t People Vote?

Campaign Finance Reform: Ongoing Debate
	· Explain how advocacy and lobbying influence law-making;

· List the requirements for eligibility to vote;

· Explain the importance of voting and hypothesize why only a fraction of citizens today vote;

· List key milestones in the history of voting in the U.S.; and

· Evaluate the campaign finance debate.
	CCC IV (L4; CPA 10-11; H 10-12)
5.1 Website: Advocacy Groups A-Z
5.2 Website: Voting Statistics
5.3 Website: Voting Information in Massachusetts
5.4 Website: Online Voter Registration in Massachusetts
Review & App.: 21-26

Problem 6: Voting
Problem 7: Campaign Finance Debate
Short Skits: Create a catchy & creative, and 30 second advertisement/PSA targeting 18-year old students to promote voter registration.
	Readings & Websites:
(13)  Complete Form: Voter Registration (CPA & H)
(14)  Alternative Dispute Resolution (CPA & H)

(15)  Campaign Spending (H)

	Lesson 6:
Settling Disputes: Outside of Court

Settling Disputes: Negotiation

Setting Disputes: Arbitration & Mediation

Settling Disputes: The Adversarial System
	· Explain the processes, advantages, and disadvantages of alternate dispute resolution methods, including negotiation, arbitration, and mediation.
	CCC V (L5; CPA 13-14; H 13-15)
Present: 30-second Advertisements
6.1 Video: Alternative Dispute Resolution (8:43)
6.2 Video: Negotiation (11:50)

Review & App.: 27-30

Problem 8: Dispute Resolution Methods
6.3 Activity: Negotiation Role Play
	Readings & Websites:
(16)  Re-Read Alternative Dispute Resolution (CPA & H) (same as 14)
(17)  State v. Federal Courts (CPA & H)

(18)  American Arbitration Association (H)

	Lesson 7:
Adversarial System: The Courts

The Court System

Steps in the Trial Court

Jury Selection

State & Federal Courts
	· Describe the roles of lawyer, judge, and jury within the court system;

· Explain the role of the trial court, its functions, and its goals;

· Identify the parties to criminal and civil proceedings and each of their objectives;

· List the procedural trial sequence;

· Explain the voir dire process and how a jury is selected; and

· Identify the levels of courts located in the federal and state court systems.
	CCC VI (L6; CPA 16-17; H 16-18)
7.1 Video: Court System (6:58)
7.2 Video: Criminal Process (3:19)

7.3 Video: Trial Steps (3:41)
7.4 Video: Jury Selection (2:00)
Review & App.: 31-38
Problem 9: Selecting the Best Jury
	Readings & Websites:
(19)  Levels of the Federal Court (CPA & H)

(20)  Federal Judges & Rules of Conduct (CPA & H)
(21)  Current Supreme Court Justices (H)


	Lesson 8:

7 Types of State Trial Courts in Massachusetts

Federal Courts

Appeals Courts

Tribal Courts
	· List the seven types of trial courts in Massachusetts and the types of cases heard by each;

· Describe the roles of the federal courts;

· Describe the roles of tribal courts;

· Explain what the appeals court is, what its goals are, and its overall role in the judicial process;

· Explain how appeals court opinions set precedent and become law; and

· Explain the role of the Supreme Court as the highest appeals court in the U.S.
	CCC VII (L7; CPA 19-20; H 19-21)
8.1 Video: State v. Federal Courts (2:36)
8.2 Video: Massachusetts Court System (1:24)

8.3 Website: Massachusetts Courts
8.4 Video: U.S. Supreme Court (6:53)
Review & App.: 39-50

Problem 10: The Case of Taking a Car By Mistake
Problem 11: Federal or State Court
8.5 Activity: Criminal or Civil
Short Skits: Superior Court, Juvenile Court, Probate & Family Court, Housing Court
	Readings & Websites:
(22)  Judicial Review (CPA & H)
(23)  Massachusetts Trial Courts (CPA & H)

(24)  Watch Videos: Pathways to the Bench (H)

	Lesson 9:
U.S. Supreme Court Precedent

Stare Decisis v. Overruling Precedent

Lawyers in the United States

Attorney-Client Privilege

Legal Ethics


	· Explain the role of the Supreme Court and the types of cases it hears;

· Explain the limited situations that the Supreme Court acts as a trial court;

· Explain what a Writ of Certiorari is and the Supreme Court’s role as the highest appeals court in the U.S.;

· Describe how Supreme Court decisions become precedents and stare decisis;

· List the types of issues lawyers address through the practice of law;

· Explain what attorney-client privilege is and why it is important in the adversarial system; and

· Describe the ethical responsibilities of lawyers in the U.S. with regard to the system, the profession, and their clients.
	CCC VIII (L8; CPA 22-23; H 22-24)
Present: Massachusetts Trial Court Skits
9.1 Video: Marbury & Judicial Review (8:00)

9.2 Video: Stare Decisis (4:08)
Review & App.: 51-60

Problem 12: The Case of Gideon v. Wainwright

Problem 13: When to call a lawyer

Problem 14: Legal Ethics

Short Skits: Code of Professional Responsibility Canon 1, Canon 3, Canon 4, Canon 5
	Readings & Websites:
(25)  Watch: Role of Precedent (14:13) (CPA & H)

(26)  Lawyers (CPA & H)
(27)  Code of Professional Responsibility (H)

	Lesson 10:
Unit Review


	· Review- Students will review and refine their understandings of the unit content objectives.
	CCC IX (L9; CPA 25-26; H 25-27)
Present: Code of Professional Responsibility Skits
Unit Review Game (in teams)
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 11:

Unit Test
	· Unit Test- Students will demonstrate understanding of the unit objectives through a unit test.
	N/A
	Research for International Criminal Court Mock Hearing & Presentation of Evidence

	Lessons 12-13:
International Criminal Court Mock Hearing & Presentation of Evidence Preparation
	· Hearing Preparation- Students will work collaboratively in groups to prepare for the mock ICC hearing concerning Human Rights Violations., demonstrating their understanding of the unit objectives.
	International Criminal Court Mock Hearing & Presentation of Evidence Preparation in Teams
	Preparation for International Criminal Court Mock Hearing & Presentation of Evidence

	Lesson 14:
International Criminal Court Mock Hearing & Presentation of Evidence
	· Hearing- Students will demonstrate understanding of the unit objectives through a mock ICC hearing concerning Human Rights Violations.
	International Criminal Court Mock Hearing & Presentation of Evidence
	Readings & Websites:
(28)  What is Crime? (CPA & H)

(29)  Index Crimes (CPA & H)

(30)  Psychology of Crime (H)

	Lesson 15:
Crime in America

Crime Trends

Causes of Crimes

Possible Solutions to Reduce Crime
	· Explain what crime is and the goals in the creation of criminal laws;

· List the seven index crimes and the recent trends in drug use;

· Hypothesize as to the causes of crime and list those that are commonly cited; and

· Identify potential solutions to crime in the U.S.
	CCC X (CPA 28-29; H 28-30)
15.1 Video: Crime Background (11:30)
15.2 Website: Uniform Crime Reports
15.3 Website: FBI Crime Report
15.4 Video: Crime Rates  (9:05)
Review & App.: 61-66

Problem 15: Crime or Not?

Problem 16: Case of Weapons at School
Short Debate: What are the most significant causes of crime in America today and what should be done to address them?
	Readings & Websites:
(31)  Website Article: Understanding Drug Use & Addiction (CPA & H)

(32)  Substance Abuse Checklist (CPA & H)

(33)  Substance Abuse & Crime (H)

	Lesson 16:
Gangs

Guns & The Debate Over Gun Control

Substance Abuse & Crime

Alcohol Abuse

Drug Abuse
	· Define what a gang is; list typical gang identifiers; explain the purposes of gangs; and explain why some people turn to gangs to fill un-met needs in life;

· Explain existing legislation concerning gun control and outline the different arguments made on both sides of the gun control debate;

· Summarize the harmful effects of substance abuse;

· Describe the role alcohol abuse statistically plays in the commission of crime and describe the laws that exist concerning drunk driving;

· Explain the drug abuse epidemic that currently exists and its connection to the commission of crime; and

· Present the arguments on both sides of the legalization debate.
	CCC XI (L15; CPA 31-32; H 31-33)
16.1 Video: Gang Facts (4:17)
16.2 Website: National Institute on Drug Abuse
16.3 Website: Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services
16.4 Website: Treatment Center Locator
16.5 Video: Why do People Abuse Substances (10:28)

16.6 Video: Use Leading to Abuse (8:06)
Review & App.: 67-74

Problem 17: More or Less Gun Control?

Problem 18: The Case of the Graduation Party
Problem 19: Drug Legalization
Short Debate: What are the most significant causes of the opioid crisis among teenagers and what can be done to solve the problem? 
	Readings & Websites:
(34)  Guilty State of Mind (CPA & H)

(35)  Different Types of Crimes (CPA & H)

(36)  Trauma of Victimization (H)

	Lesson 17:
Victims of Crime

Requirement for Most Crimes: Guilty State of Mind and Meeting the Elements

Parties to a Crime

Different Types of Crimes


	· Identify those with the highest likelihood of falling victim to crime;

· Explain the concept of mens rea and the role that a guilty state of mind plays in the definition of crime;

· Explain how strict liability crimes do not require a guilty state of mind;

· Define common parties before, during, and after the commission of a crime;

· Explain what crimes of omission are; and

· Define the inchoate crimes.
	CCC XII (L16; CPA 34-35; H 34-36)
17.1 Website: National Center for Victims of Crime
17.2 Website: Findlaw Resources for Crime Victims
17.3 Website: Office for Victims of Crimes
17.4 Website: Massachusetts Sex Offender Registry Search
17.5 Video: Victims’ Rights (2:29)
17.6 Video: Mens Rea (1:12)

17.7 Video: Strict Liability Crimes (2:36)

17.8 Video: Mens Rea & Actus Reus (3:11)
17.9 Video: Criminal Law Basics (3:20)

17.10 Video: Accessories & Conspiracies (4:10)

Review & App.: 75-86

Problem 20: How Should They Be Charged?

Problem 21: The Case of the Drowning Girl

Problem 22: The Crime of Attempt

Problem 23: Conspiracy to Commit Arson
	Readings & Websites:
(37)  Homicide in Massachusetts (CPA & H)

(38)  Kidnapping (CPA & H)

(39)  Homicide Scenarios (H)

	Lesson 18:
Crimes Against A Person: Homicide

Crimes Against A Person: 
Suicide & Kidnapping
	· Define Homicide & Murder and identify the difference between First and Second Degree Murder by listing the elements of each;

· Define Felony Murder, Voluntary & Involuntary Manslaughter, Negligent Homicide, and Non-Criminal Homicide by listing the elements of each;

· Explain what suicide is, hypothesize why suicide rates are so high among teens, and explain why it is a crime; and

· Define the crime of kidnapping or abduction and what the Amber Alert system is.
	CCC XIII (L17; CPA 37-38; H 37-39)
18.1 Video: Homicide (2:40)

18.2 Video: Types of Homicide (5:54)

18.3 Video: Homicide Examples (4:58) (write down the crime(s) committed during the video)
18.4 Video: Encouraging Suicide- A Crime? (2:42)

18.5 Website: Teen Who Encouraged Suicide is Found…
18.6 Website: Suicide Help
Review & App.: 87-98

Problem 24: You Be the Judge Homicide Cases

Problem 25: Case of the Dying Cancer Patient
Short Skits: First Degree Murder, Second Degree Murder, Voluntary Manslaughter, Involuntary Manslaughter
	Readings & Websites:
(40)  Assault & Battery (CPA & H)

(41)  Bullying & Harassment (CPA & H)

(42)  Bullying By Peers (H)

	Lesson 19:
Crimes Against A Person: 
Assault & Battery, Stalking, & Bullying

Crimes Against A Person: 
Sexual Assault & Rape

Crimes Against Property: 
Destruction of Property
	· Explain the differences between criminal assault and criminal battery by defining the two crimes in terms of their elements;

· Explain what stalking, cyberstalking, and bullying are by defining them in terms of their elements and hypothesize why bullying seems to be a significant issue for some teens;

· Define the crimes of sexual assault and rape; and

· Define the crimes of arson and vandalism and give examples of each.
	CCC XIV (L18; CPA 40-41; H 40-42)
Present: Homicide Skits
19.1 Video: Assault & Battery (2:05)
19.2 Video: Unusual Assault (1:39)
19.3 Website: Stop Bullying
19.4 Video: Date Rape (5:34)
19.5 Website: Resources for Victims of Sexual Assault
Review & App.: 99-106

Problem 26: Sexual Assault Cases
Short Skits: Assault, Battery, Arson, Vandalism
	Readings & Websites:
(43)  School Crime Statistics (CPA & H)

(44)  Theft & Larceny (CPA & H)

(45)  FBI Cyber-Crime Division (H)

	Lesson 20:
Crimes Against Property:
Taking of Property

Crimes Against Property: Cybercrime


	· Define and identify the differences between the crimes of larceny, embezzlement, robbery, and burglary;

· Describe why forgery, receiving stolen property, and unauthorized use of a motor vehicle are crimes; and

· List the different types of computer crimes.
	CCC XV (L19; CPA 43-44; H 43-45)
Present: Assault, Battery, Arson, Vandalism Skits
20.1 Video: Cybercrime Pandemic (4:50)
20.2 Video: Cybercrime Explosion (14:27)

20.3 Video: Smart Phones (8:28)
20.4 Website: National Cyber Security Alliance
Review & App.: 107-112
Problem 27: Computer Crime
Short Skits: Larceny, Robbery, Burglary, Receiving Stolen Property
	Readings & Websites:
(46)  Criminal Defenses (CPA & H)

(47)  Self-Defense (CPA & H)

(48)  Cyber Security Awareness  (H)

	Lesson 21:
Defenses to Crimes

Defendant is Not Criminally Responsible


	· Explain how defendants can defend against criminal charges at trial by establishing defenses;

· Explain what self-defense or the defense of others is and exactly how much force can be used; and

· Explain what must be proven to establish the defenses of insanity, infancy, intoxication, entrapment, duress, and necessity.
	CCC XVI (L20; CPA 46-47; H 46-48)
Present: Larceny, Robbery, Burglary, Receiving Stolen Property Skits
21.1 Video: Defense of Property in Massachusetts (1:35)

Review & App.: 113-120

Problem 28: Self-Defense

Problem 29: Defenses for the Shipwrecked Sailors
Short Skits: Self-Defense, Defense of Others, Duress, Insanity
	Readings & Websites:
(49)  Probable Cause & Reasonable Suspicion (CPA & H)

(50)  School Searches (CPA & H)

(51)  Reasonable & Warrantless Searches (H)

	Lesson 22:
Criminal Investigation: The Arrest

Criminal Investigation: Search & Seizure


	· Explain what is needed to obtain an arrest warrant versus what is needed to establish probable cause;

· Explain the importance of the Fourth Amendment’s prohibition against illegal searches and seizures and describe what constitutes a valid search versus an illegal search using examples;

· Explain the process police must go through in obtaining and carrying out search warrants; and

· Describe the rights of school officials to search students and lockers on school property.
	CCC XVII (L21; CPA 49-50; H 49-51)
Present: Self-Defense, Defense of Others, Duress, Insanity Skits
22.1 Video: Reasonable Suspicion (19:34)
22.2 Video: Searches & Seizures (7:37)
Review & App.: 121-130

Problem 30: Case of the Unlucky Couple

Problem 31: Case of the Dangerous Car Chase
Problem 32: Reasonable Search & Seizure

Problem 33: Case of Student Drug Testing
Short Skits: Traffic Stop, Probable Cause, Search Incident to a Lawful Arrest, One Additional Lawful Search
	Readings & Websites:
(52)  Arrest Process (CPA & H)

(53)  Hearings & Motions (CPA & H)

(54)  Right to a Fair Trial (H)

	Lesson 23:
Criminal Investigation: Interrogations and Confessions

Criminal Pre-Trial: Booking & Bail

Criminal Pre-Trial: Hearings & Pleas

Criminal Trial: The Constitutional Right to A Fair Trial


	· Explain the proper procedure for police investigations following an arrest;

· Explain the importance of Miranda rights;

· Explain the process of booking, setting bail, and formally charging suspects;

· Describe the pre-trial hearings that take place in the criminal law setting; and

· Describe the constitutional rights that suspects have after an arrest.
	CCC XVIII (L22; CPA 52-53; H 52-54)
Present: Lawful Search Skits
23.1 Video: Due Process & the 4th, 5th, & 6th Amendments (8:28)

23.2 Video: Miranda v. Arizona (5:00)

Review & App.: 131-140

Problem 34: You Be the Judge Bail Hearings
Short Skits: Crime, Proper Arrest, Proper Interrogation, and Arraignment (for the same fact scenario).
	Readings & Websites:
(55)  Trial Juror’s Handbook (CPA & H)

(56)  Basis for a Criminal Appeal (CPA & H)

(57)  Voir Dire (H)

	Lesson 24:
Criminal Trial: Jury Selection

Criminal Appeals

Criminal Sentencing

The Corrections System
	· Describe the make up of the jury and the jury selection process in the criminal trial;

· Explain what is required for a jury to find a defendant guilty;

· Explain what choices a defendant has if the jury returns a guilty verdict;

· Explain the appeals process in the criminal context;

· List the different sentencing options a court has after a person is convicted of a crime; 

· Understand the considerations that must be made before sentencing a convicted criminal; and

· Describe prison life and how convicts are prepared for re-entry into society through parole or upon the completion of their sentences.
	CCC XIX (L23; CPA 55-56; H 55-57)
Present: Criminal Process Skits
24.1 Video: Massachusetts Juror Orientation (18:39)
24.2 Website: Massachusetts Office of Jury Commissioner
24.3 Video: Creative Sentencing (7:30)
Review & App.: 141-150

Problem 35: Prisoner Right to Vote
Short Debate: Should judges take the liberty of imposing creative sentences instead of sending criminals to prison? Be sure to address the benefits and complications that creative sentencing might involve.
	Readings & Websites:
(58) Punishment (CPA & H)

(59)  Incarceration (CPA & H)

(60)  Mass Incarceration Reform (H)

	Lesson 25:
What is the Purpose of Punishment?
	· Explain the purposes of criminal punishment: retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, and incapacitation.
	CCC XX (L24; CPA 58-59; H 58-60)
25.1 Video: Purpose of Prisons (10:33)

25.2 Video: Prisons Turned into Schools (12:24)

25.3 Video: Business Training for Inmates (6:52)
Review & App.: 151-154

Problem 36: The Case of the Three Strikes Law

Problem 37: Death Penalty for Insane & Juveniles
Debate: Should prisons exist to punish criminals for the crimes they committed or to rehabilitate them for re-entry into society?
	Readings & Websites:
(61)  Why Kids Need Rules (CPA & H)

(62)  Reforming Juvenile Justice (CPA & H)

(63)  Juvenile Justice Reform Report Summary (H)

	Lesson 26:
Juvenile Justice

Juvenile Justice Procedure
	· Explain the purposes of the juvenile justice system and describe the three types of juveniles in the system: delinquents, status offenders, and neglected/abused children;

· Explain the rationale for bringing some juveniles into the adult criminal justice system in certain situations; and

· Describe the juvenile justice procedure from intake to disposition.
	CCC XXI (L25; CPA 61-62; H 61-63)
26.1 Video: Juvenile Justice System (4:48)
26.2 Website: Massachusetts Juvenile Court
26.3 Website: Department of Youth Services
26.4 Video: Juvenile Justice Reform (6:05)
Review & App.: 155-162

Problem 38: The Case of the Gerald Gault
26.5 Video: Daniel (5:28)
26.6 Video: Cyntoia Brown (7:49)

26.7 Video: Cyntoia Brown Update (2:23)

Short Debate: Should children, like Cyntoia Brown, who commit grievous crimes such as murder be tried as children in the juvenile court or as adults?
	Readings & Websites:
(64)  Definition of Terrorism (CPA & H)

(65)  Domestic Terrorism (CPA & H)

(66)  UN Counterterrorism (H)

	Lesson 27:
Law & Terrorism
	· Explain how the U.S. historically approached the war on terrorism;

· Explain what rights suspected terrorists had after 2001, how those rights were modified through legislation and case law, and what those rights look like today; and

· Debate how suspected terrorists should be treated given the serious nature and threats of terrorism that continue to impact our lives today.
	CCC XXII (L26 & 27; CPA 64-65; H 64-66)
27.1 Website: National Counterterrorism Center (Methods & Tactics of Terrorism)

27.2 Website: Terrorist Groups
27.3 Website: State Department Travel Advisories
27.4 Website: Department of Homeland Security
27.5 Website: FBI & Terrorism
27.6 Website: UN Counterterrorism Documents
27.7 Video: Counterterrorism Efforts NCTC (4:01)
27.8 Video: Mass Surveillance (6:13)

Review & App.: 163-170

Problem 39: Rights During Times of War

Problem 40: End Terrorism By Whatever Means Necessary 

Problem 41: Torture of Terrorism Suspects
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 28:
Unit Review
	· Review- Students will review and refine their understandings of the unit content objectives.
	Unit Review Game (in teams)
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 29:
Unit Test
	· Unit Test- Students will demonstrate understanding of the unit objectives through a unit test.
	N/A
	Preparation for Criminal Mock Trial

	Lessons 30-31:
Criminal Mock Trial Preparations
	· Mock Trial Preparation- Students will work collaboratively in groups to prepare for their group Mock Criminal Trial, demonstrating their understanding of the unit objectives.
	Group Criminal Mock Trial Preparations
	Preparation for Criminal Mock Trial

	Lessons 32-33:
Criminal Mock Trial
	· Mock Trial- Students will work collaboratively in groups and present their group Mock Criminal Trials, demonstrating their understanding of the unit objectives.
	Group Criminal Mock Trial
	Readings & Websites:
(67)  Civil Lawsuit (CPA & H)

(68)  Torts (CPA & H)

(69)  Garratt & Vosburg (H)

	Lesson 34:
Torts: A Civil Wrong

The Idea of Liability
	· Explain the differences between the criminal law system and the civil law system, including the goals, parties, burden of proof, and potential outcomes;

· Describe what tort law is and what its purpose is;

· Explain the concept of liability; and

· Describe the duty of care that is owed towards others in society.
	CCC XXIII (CPA 67-68; H 67-69)
34.1 Video: Civil v. Criminal Distinction (2:11)

34.2 Video: Civil v. Criminal, Common Law v. Statute Law, & Tort v. Contract (10:20)
34.3 Video: Ralph Nader’s American Museum of Tort Law (6:26)
34.4 Website: American Museum of Tort Law
34.5 Website: Cornell Legal Information Institute
Review & App.: 171-174

Problem 42: Tort Liability & Parties to a Tort
	Readings & Websites:
(70)  Tort Law Theory & Three Types of Torts (CPA & H)

(71)  Car Insurance (CPA & H)

(72)  Transferred Intent & Talmage v. Smith (H)

	Lesson 35:
Types of Torts

Who Can Be Sued in a Civil Action?

Automobile Insurance


	· Explain what intentional torts, negligence, and strict liability are;

· Explain who can be sued and who cannot; and

· Explain the role that insurance plays in protecting businesses and individuals from potential tort liability (including the different types of auto insurance coverage).
	CCC XXIV (L34; CPA 70-71; H 70-72)
35.1 Video: Three Types of Torts (3:56-7:38)

35.2 Video: Prima Facie Case (10:18-13:05)

35.3 Video: Car Insurance Basics (22:27)
35.4 Website: MA Commissioner of Insurance
Review & App.: 175-182

Problem 43: Case of Steering Wheel Failure

Problem 44: Case of the School Slip and Fall
	Readings & Websites:
(73)  Tortious Assault & Battery (CPA & H)

(74)  Tortious Intent (CPA & H)

(75)  Assault Cases (H)

	Lesson 36:
Intentional Torts, Intent, & Damages

Intentional Torts: Battery & Assault
	· Define intentional tort and how intent can be proven;

· Explain the types of damages that a plaintiff can recover in an intentional tort lawsuit including compensatory, punitive, and nominal damages; and

· Define the intentional torts of battery and assault using their elements and provide examples of each.
	CCC XXV (L35; CPA 73-74; H 73-75)
36.1 Video: Act & Intent in Intentional Torts (up to 5:37)
36.2 Video: Assault & Battery (up to 2:28)

36.3 Video: Battery (8:22)

36.4 Video: Assault (5:09-8:12)

36.5 Video: Happy Gilmore Clip (2:13)
Review & App.: 183-194

Problem 45: The Case of the Mischievous Child

Problem 46: Assault or Battery
Short Skits: Tort of Battery, Tort of Assault, Battery Misconception, Assault Misconception.
	Readings & Websites:
(76)  Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress (CPA & H)

(77)  False Imprisonment (CPA & H)

(78)  Snyder v. Phelps (H)

	Lesson 37:
Intentional Torts: Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress & False Imprisonment
	· Define the intentional torts of false imprisonment and intentional infliction of emotional distress using their elements and provide examples of each.
	CCC XXVI (L36; CPA 76-77; H 76-78)
Present: Battery & Assault (Including Misconceptions) Skits
37.1 Video: False Imprisonment (8:15-9:33) Brief Explanation
37.2 Video: Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress (2:25)

37.3 Video: IIED Explained (1:31)
37.4 Video: False Imprisonment (2:29-3:26)

37.5 Video: False Imprisonment Explained (2:16)

37.6 Video: Home Alone II Clip (2:30)

37.7 Video: Cinderella Clip (2:06)

Review & App.: 195-202

Problem 47: The Case of the Captured Shoplifter
Short Skits: IIED, False Imprisonment, IIED Misconception, False Imprisonment Misconception.
	Readings & Websites:
(79)  Trespass to Land & Private Nuisance (CPA & H)

(80)  Trespass to Chattels & Conversion (CPA & H)

(81)  Private & Public Nuisance (H)

	Lesson 38:
Intentional Torts Against Real Property: Trespass to Land

Intentional Torts Against Real Property: Nuisance

Intentional Torts against Personal Property: Trespass To Chattels & Conversion
	· Define real property and explain how it differs from personal property;

· Define the intentional tort of trespass to land and explain the duties of care that landowners and business owners have towards invitees as well as trespassing children (according to the doctrine of attractive nuisance);

· Define the torts of public and private nuisance using their elements and explain the difference between the two; and

· Define the intentional torts of trespass to chattels and conversion using their elements and explain the different between the two.
	CCC XXVII (L37; CPA 79-80; H 79-81)
Present: IIED & False Imprisonment (Including Misconceptions) Skits
38.1 Video: Intentional Torts Against Property (3:26-5:25)
38.2 Video: Trespass to Land, Trespass to Chattels, & Conversion (9:33-12:22)

38.3 Video: Conversion & Example (2:05)

38.4 Video: Cinderella Another Scene (1:53)

Review & App.: 203-218
Short Skits: Trespass to Land, Private Nuisance, Trespass to Chattels, Conversion
	Readings & Websites:
(82)  Defamation (CPA & H)

(83)  Affirmative Defenses (CPA & H)

(84)  Intellectual Property (H)

	Lesson 39:
Intentional Torts: Defamation

Defenses to Intentional Torts

Intellectual Property Protections
	· Define the intentional tort of defamation (including libel and slander) using the elements and by providing examples;

· Explain how defamation is interpreted differently with public officials;

· Understand that truth is an absolute defense to the tort of defamation;

· Identify and describe the defenses that can be asserted for intentional torts such as: consent, privilege, self-defense, defense of property, and necessity and provide examples of each; and

· Identify the intellectual property rights that holders of patents, copyrights, and trademarks have and how they are protected in society.
	CCC XXVIII (L38; CPA 82-83; H 82-84)
Present: Intentional Torts Against Real & Personal Property Skits 
39.1 Video: Defamation (2:40)
39.2 Video: Defenses to Defamation (3:04)
39.3 Video: Crazy Old Maurice (1:05)

39.4 Video: Defenses to Intentional Torts (3:45)

39.5 Video: Intellectual Property (10:09)

39.6 Website: U.S. Patent & Trademark Office
Review & App.: 219-230

Problem 48: The Case of the Very Unpopular Photographer
Short Skits: Slander, Libel, Defensible Defamation, Copyright/Trademark
	Readings & Websites:
(85)  Negligence Overview (CPA & H)

(86)  Standard of Care (CPA & H)

(87)  Causation (H)

	Lesson 40:
Tort of Negligence

Negligence: (1) Duty & (2) Breach

Negligence: (3) Causation & (4) Damages
	· Define negligence in terms of (1) duty, (2) breach, (3) causation, and (4) damages;

· Describe the general duty of reasonable care and specific duties that one might owe towards others;

· Describe the hypothetical “reasonable man” and the considerations that need to be made in determining how the reasonable man would act;

· Explain how a duty is breached;

· Explain causation and the requirement that the breach of a duty must be the “cause in fact” (“but for cause”) as well as the proximate cause of the plaintiff’s damages;

· Explain how the plaintiff must prove damages in order to recover for negligence; and

· Explain the possible defenses to the tort of negligence.
	CCC XXIX (L39; CPA 85-86; H 85-87)
Present: Defamation & Intellectual Property Skits
40.1 Video: Negligence Overview (9:04)
40.2 Video: Negligence Causation (3:15)
40.3 Video: Causation Examples (3:14)

40.4 Video: Proximate Cause (6:24)
40.5 Activity: Negligence Scenarios
Review & App.: 231-234

Problem 49: Case of Liability- Serving Minors
Short Skits: 4 Different Negligence Scenarios
	Readings & Websites:
(88)  Comparative & Contributory Negligence (CPA & H)

(89)  Assumption of the Risk (CPA & H)

(90)  Attractive Nuisance (H)

	Lesson 41:
Defenses to Negligence
	· Describe the hypothetical “reasonable man” and the considerations that need to be made in determining how the reasonable man would act; and

· Explain the possible defenses to the tort of negligence.
	CCC XXX (L40; CPA 88-89; H 88-90)
Present: Negligence Skits
41.1 Video: Damages & Defenses (3:50)

41.2 Video: Contributory & Comparative Negligence (2:13)
41.3 Video: Negligence McDonald’s Case (12:14)

Review & App.: 235-248

Problem 50: The Case of the Great Chicago Fire

Problem 51: College Prank
Short Skits: Comparative Negligence, Assumption of the Risk
	Readings & Websites:
(91) Strict Liability in Tort  (CPA & H)

(92)  Products Liability (CPA & H)

(93)  Tort Reform & Public Policy (H)

	Lesson 42:
Strict Liability

Torts & Public Policy
	· Define the tort of strict liability;

· Explain that strict liability applies in cases involving: wild animals, hazardous and dangerous activities, and defective products;

· Understand that for a claim of strict liability to succeed the plaintiff need only establish causation and damages;

· Explain the public policy goals of tort law of fairness, compensation, and deterrence; and

· Identify the arguments on both sides of the debate over tort reform.
	CCC XXXI (L41 & 42; CPA 91-92; H 91-93)
Present: Comparative Negligence, Assumption of Risk Skits

42.1 Video: Strict Liability in Tort  (2:56)

42.2 Video: Products Liability Overview (4:36)

42.3 Video: Products Liability (6:56)

42.4 Website: Consumer Product Safety Commission
Review & App.: 249-260

Problem 52: Strict Liability

Problem 53: Farmer Mattingly

Problem 54: The Case of the Dangerous Dog
Short Skits: Products Liability, Dangerous Animals, Hazardous Materials, Common Carrier
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 43:

Unit Review
	· Review- Students will review and refine their understandings of the unit content objectives.
	Present: Strict Liability Skits

Unit Review Game (in teams)
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 44:
Unit Test
	· Unit Test- Students will demonstrate understanding of the unit objectives through a unit test.
	N/A
	Preparation for Civil Mock Trial

	Lessons 45-46:
Civil Mock Trial Preparations
	· Mock Trial Preparation- Students will work collaboratively in groups to prepare for their group Mock Civil Trial, demonstrating their understanding of the unit objectives.
	Group Civil Mock Trial Preparations
	Preparation for Civil Mock Trial

	Lessons 47-48:
Civil Mock Trial
	· Mock Trial- Students will work collaboratively in groups and present their group Mock Civil Trials, demonstrating their understanding of the unit objectives.
	Group Civil Mock Trial
	Readings & Websites:
(94)  Offer & Acceptance (CPA & H)

(95)  Consideration (CPA & H)

(96)  Statute of Frauds & Promissory Estoppel (H)

	Lesson 49:
Contracts

The Offer

The Acceptance

Reciprocal Consideration
	· Define contract under the common law and according to the Restatement of Contracts;

· Describe the elements of a valid contract as (1) offer, (2) acceptance, (3) consideration, (4) genuine assent, and (5) legality;

· Define the term offer and explain the three requirements of an effective offer;

· Define the term acceptance and provide the criteria for an effective acceptance; and

· Explain the importance of reciprocal consideration and what can be considered consideration: promise, act, or forbearance.
	CCC XXXII (CPA 94-95; H 94-96)
49.1 Video: Contracts Are Everywhere! (Up to 3:17)

49.2 Video: What is a Contract? (2:53)

49.3 Video: Mutual Assent (4:53)
49.4 Video: Mirror Image Rule (2:18)

49.5 Video: Exchange of Promises /Performance (5:52)
49.6 Video: Consideration (4:35)
49.7 Video: Promissory Estoppel (2:19)

Review & App.: 261-272

Problem 55: Contract or Not?
Short Skits: Valid Contract Formation, Failure of Mutual Assent, Illusory Contract, Promissory Estoppel
	Readings & Websites:
(97)  Contract Defenses (CPA & H)

(98)  Problems in Contract Law (CPA & H)

(99)  Unconscionability (H)

	Lesson 50:
Genuine Assent

Legality in Formation & Execution

Competency in Contracting
	· Explain the concept of genuine assent and identify potential issues with genuine mutual assent, which lead to potential problems in contract formation;

· Explain the importance of legality in contract formation; and

· Describe the problems of unconscionable contracts, contracts of adhesion, contracts with minors, and contracts with incompetents, and what courts can do to contracts that fall into these categories as a matter of public policy.
	CCC XXXIII (L49; CPA 97-98; H 97-99)
Present: Contract Formation Skits

50.1 Video: Valid, Void, or Voidable (5:41)

50.2 Video: Performance, Substantial Performance, Breach (3:13)
50.3 Video: Little Mermaid Clip (3:50) 

Review & App.: 273-290

Problem 56: The Case of the Unfair Contract
Short Skits: Fraud, Duress, Bilateral Mistake, Incompetency
	Readings & Websites:
(100)  Contract Breach & Remedies (CPA & H)

(101)  Discharge of Contract (CPA & H)

(102)  Parol Evidence Rule (H)

	Lesson 51:
Oral & Written Contracts

Discharging or Fulfilling Contracts

Remedies for Breach of Contract
	· Describe the types of contracts that must be in writing according to the Statute of Frauds;

· Explain the ways that contracts can be discharged or fulfilled: performance, substantial performance, waiver, accord & satisfaction, breach, and specific discharges by operation of law;

· Identify and describe the types of damages allowed in breach of contract cases; and

· Describe the equitable remedies courts may order in breach of contract cases.
	CCC XXXIV (L50; CPA 100-101; H 100-102)
Present: Potentially Voidable Contracts Skits
51.1 Video: Express & Implied Contracts (3:11)
51.2 Video: Bilateral & Unilateral Contracts (2:26)

51.3 Video: Statute of Frauds (4:05)

51.4 Video: Breach, Damages, & Remedies in Contract (5:32)

Review & App.: 291-310

Problem 57: Breach of Contract
Short Skits: Substantial Performance, Waiver, Accord & Satisfaction, Breach
	Readings & Websites:
(103)  Consumer Warranties (CPA & H)

(104)  Implied Warranties (CPA & H)

(105) Caveat Emptor (H)

	Lesson 52:
Express Warranties

Implied Warranties
	· Explain the differences between express and implied warranties;

· Explain the differences between full and partial warranties under Magnuson-Moss and what needs to occur for manufacturers and sellers of products to effectively disclaim liability, rendering warranties less than full warranties under the statute; and

· Define the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, and title.
	CCC XXXV (L51; CPA 103-104; H 103-105)
Present: Contract Situational Skits
52.1 Video: Uniform Commercial Code (2:11)
52.2 Video: Parol Evidence Rule (4:56)
52.3 Video: Parol- Ambiguity (8:57)

52.4 Video: Warranty Basics (4:09)

52.5 Website: Implied Warranty of Merchantability
52.6 Website: Implied Warranty of Fitness
Review & App.: 311-314

Problem 58: Warranties
Short Debate: Should manufacturers or sellers of goods be allowed to disclaim all warranties to the average consumer? Should businesses be allowed to disclaim all warranties to other businesses through contracting?
	Readings & Websites:
(106)  Banking Basics (CPA & H)

(107)  Credit Basics (CPA & H)

(108) Bankruptcy Basics (H)


	Lesson 53:
Credit & Banking

Other Issues With Credit Financing

The Lender & Defaulting

Deceptive Sales Practices

Be a Smart Consumer


	· Describe the functions of banks and lending in today’s society;

· Explain how credit cards work and define key vocabulary concerning the relationship between debtor and creditor and the terms of the credit card contract;

· Explain the difference between unsecured debt and secured debt and what remedy creditors have in the case of default under each;

· Explain the considerations banks make in deciding who to lend money or credit to;

· Explain what happens in the event of a default on a loan or credit card;

· Cite the collections requirements under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and explain the benefits and issues with filing for bankruptcy under chapters 13 and 7; and

· Identify potentially deceptive sales practices and consider ways to avoid falling victim to a predatory or deceptive sales scheme.
	CCC XXXVI (L52; CPA 106-107; H 106-108)
53.1 Video: Banking Explained (6:09)
53.2 Video: Banking (7:40)
53.3 Video: Credit or Debit? (8:10)
53.4 Video: Foreclosure Explained (1:59)
53.5 Website: FDIC
53.6 Website: Credit Reporting
53.7 Website: CFPB
53.8 Website: Bankruptcy
53.9 Website: BBB
53.10 Website: Consumer Reports
Review & App.: 315-324

Problem 59: The Case of the Missed Payment

Problem 60: Mail-Order Offer
	Readings & Websites:
(109)  Consumer Protection (CPA & H)

(110) Consumer Shopping Rights (CPA & H)

(111) 93A Demand (H)

	Lesson 54:
Massachusetts 93A Consumer Protection Law

Good Advice in Shopping

Federal Consumer Protection Agencies

Cars & The Consumer

What to Do in An Auto Accident
	· Explain what steps can be taken under the Massachusetts Consumer Protection Act (93A) if they encounter and are harmed by an unfair or deceptive commercial practice within the Commonwealth;

· Describe what good consumers do in order to avoid being duped by dishonest businesspeople;

· List the federal consumer protection agencies and how they help consumers;

· Identify the considerations in deciding to lease or buy a car; and

· Identify the steps to take in an auto accident in order to protect your rights.
	CCC XXXVII (L53; CPA 109-110; H 109-111)
54.1 Website: Consumer Protection in Massachusetts
54.2 Website: Massachusetts Attorney General
54.3 Website: MGL c. 93A
54.4 Video: Massachusetts Consumer Protection Law and Shopping Guide (8:38)
54.5 Activity: 30-Day 93A Demand Letter 
54.6 Website: Federal Bureau of Consumer Protection (Federal Trade Commission)
54.7 Website: CPSC
54.8 Website: Buying a Used Car
54.9 Video: Buying a Used Car (0:58)

54.10 Website: Massachusetts Lemon Law
Review & App.: 325-332

Problem 61: Case of the Cheap Vacation Home

Problem 62: Case of No Sweats from Sweatshops

Problem 63: Case of the Used-Car Purchase
	Readings & Websites:
(112)  Rent or Buy (CPA & H)

(113)  Key Lease Terms (CPA & H)

(114) Mortgage Basics (H)

	Lesson 55:
Housing & the Consumer

Residential Leases

Typical Residential Lease Provisions
	· Explain the different types of land ownership, define fee simple and life estate, and describe what happens at death to land owned in these ways;

· Explain why banks would be willing to loan money to consumers to purchase homes and what the bank does to ensure that its interests are protected;

· Explain how the promissory note and mortgage work together in securing debt covering real property and how they operate in the case of default;

· Define foreclosure and describe how it works in Massachusetts;

· Describe the three types of leases and how they operate in the landlord and tenant relationship;

· Define eviction and describe Summary Process in Massachusetts;

· List and explain typical provisions found in a leasehold contract; and

· Discuss the common issues in landlord and tenant relationships such as: upkeep and repairs, the implied warranties of habitability and quiet enjoyment, rental increases, and security deposit law.
	CCC XXXVIII (L54 & 55; CPA 112-113; H 112-114)
55.1 Website: Massachusetts Fair Housing Law
55.2 Website: Massachusetts Housing Registry
55.3 Website: U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development
55.4 Website: Massachusetts Housing Court
55.5 Website: Sturbridge Inspectional Service
55.6 Video: Landlord-Tenant Law (to 4:22)
55.7 Video: Eviction Law (3:50)
Review & App.: 333-350

Problem 64: The Case of the Summer Rental

Problem 65: The Case of the Unsavory Visitors

Problem 66: Security Deposit
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 56:
Unit Review
	· Review- Students will review and refine their understandings of the unit content objectives.
	Unit Review Game (in teams)
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 57:
Unit Test
	· Unit Test- Students will demonstrate understanding of the unit objectives through a unit test.
	N/A
	Readings & Websites:
(115)  Marriage Law (CPA & H)

(116) Marriage Recommendations (CPA & H)

(117) Prenuptials (H)

	Lesson 58:
Family Law: Marriage

Legal Aspects of Marriage

Rights & Responsibilities of Marriage
	· Describe the requirements for a valid marriage and identify the people who cannot get married to one another in Massachusetts;

· Identify the legal aspects of marriage and describe the marital relationship as a contract;

· Define annulment and divorce and recognize the difference between them;

· Describe the rights and responsibilities of the married couple; and

· Explain the difference between separate property and marital property and describe how property is divided according to the doctrine of equitable distribution.
	CCC XXXIX (CPA 115-116; H 115-117)
58.1 Website: Marriage in Massachusetts
58.2 Video: Pros & Cons of Marriage (10:55)
58.3 Video: Extension of Marriage Benefits/Minimal Marriage Debate (5:46)
58.4 Video: Marriage- Friends With Legal Benefits (5:36)
Review & App.: 351-357

Problem 67: The Case of Loving v. Virginia

Short Debate: Should we change our legal concept of marriage and open up governmental benefits to other groupings of people as Elizabeth Brake argues? Why or why not? What would be the consequences of so doing?
	Readings & Websites:
(118)  Non-Traditional Marriages (CPA & H)

(119) Domestic Abuse (CPA & H)

(120) Common Law Marriage (H)

	Lesson 59:
Spousal Abuse

Steps to Take in Case of Spousal Abuse

Non-Traditional Relationships
	· Explain what spousal abuse is and identify some of the common characteristics of abusers;

· List the steps to take in case of spousal abuse; and

· Discuss the legal rights that non-traditional marriages have following the Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v. Hodges.
	CCC XL (L61; CPA 118-119; H 118-120)
59.1 Video: Spousal Abuse (13:40) 
59.2 Website: Domestic Violence Hotline
59.3 Website: RAINN
59.4 Website: National Sexual Violence Resource Center
59.5 Website: National Center for Victims of Crime
59.6 Website: National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline
59.7 Website: EMERGE: A Men's Counseling Service
59.8 Video: Abuse Story Emma Murphy (12:21)
Review & App.: 358-360

Problem 68: The Case of Spouse Abuse
	Readings & Websites:
(121) Parental Duties (CPA & H)

(122)  Child Discipline (CPA & H)

(123) Child Emancipation (H)

	Lesson 60:
Parents & Children

Children

Discipline or Child Abuse
	· Describe the legal responsibilities parents have with respect to their children;

· Identify what parents must do in order to legally “support” their children;

· Define emancipation and how it can be achieved;

· Describe the rights and responsibilities that exist for educating children;

· Explain what is meant by parental supervision and what the consequences are for a parent’s failure to supervise his/her children; and

· Explain the difference between disciplining and abusing children.
	CCC XLI (L62; CPA 121-122; H 121-123)
60.1 Video: Should We Have Children? (6:45)
60.2 Website: UNICEF-International Child Protection
60.3 Website: Child Abuse Hotline
60.4 Website: Child Abuse & Neglect in Massachusetts
60.5 Website: National Child Resources & Agencies
60.6 Video: Children & Discipline (3:08)
60.7 Video: Best Parent Ever? (4:52)
Review & App.: 361-366

Problem 69: Supervision of a Child

Problem 70: Parent Supervision
	Readings & Websites:
(124) Foster Care (CPA & H)

(125) Adoption (CPA & H)

(126) Department of Children & Families (H)

	Lesson 61:
Foster Care

Legal Proceedings in Removing Children from the Family

Adoption Process
	· Describe the problems of child abuse, child, neglect, and sexual abuse and their long lasting results;

· Explain what happens when the state removes a child from the home and places the child in foster care;

· Describe the different living situations that children in state custody could experience;

· List the legal steps in removing a child from his/her family; and

· Describe the process of adoption.
	CCC XLII (L63; CPA 124-125; H 124-126)
61.1 Website: Child Custody & Parenting Time in Massachusetts
61.2 Website: Department of Children & Families
61.3 Video: DCF Investigation Stage (7:26)
61.4 Video: DCF Child Removal (4:51)
61.5 Video: DCF Termination of Parental Rights (4:35)
61.6 Website: Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange
61.7 Website: Adopt U.S. Kids
61.8 Website: Intercountry Adoption
61.9 Video: Adoption Process (14:02)
Review & App.: 367-374

Problem 71: The Case of A Parent, Drug Use, and Neglect
	Readings & Websites:
(127) Divorce & Separate Support (CPA & H)

(128) Child Custody (CPA & H)

(129) Alimony (H)

	Lesson 62:
Separation

Divorce

Child Custody

Alimony, property Division, & Child Support
	· Describe the most common types of issues that occur between spouses and the steps that occur when spouses contemplate breaking up the marriage unit;

· Explain what separation is and how it differs from divorce;

· Describe the traditional requirements of divorce and contrast them to the modern concept of “no-fault” divorce;

· Discuss the issues of child custody, visitation, and child support that occur during the divorce process; and

· Describe the issues of alimony and property division that occur during the divorce process.
	CCC XLIII (L64; CPA 127-128; H 127-129)
62.1 Website: Massachusetts Divorce, Separation, & Annulment Law Resources
62.2 Website: Divorce & Children Resources
62.3 Website: Separation & Divorce Resources
62.4 Website: Massachusetts Child & Family Law Resources
62.5 Video: Child Custody in Divorce (4:02)
62.6 Video: No Fault Divorce (4:50)
Review & App.: 375-382

Problem 72: Custody of a Child

Problem 73: Divorce Payments
62.7 Video: The Debate Over No Fault Divorce (5:38)

Short Debate: Are divorce laws fair for men and women? Is the concept of “No Fault Divorce” bad for America or even unconstitutional as it has been argued by some?

62.8 Video: Relationship Advice? (2:33)
	Readings & Websites:
(130) Government Assistance (CPA & H)

(131)  Estate Planning Mistakes (CPA & H)

(132) Estate Planning (H)

	Lesson 63:
Government Support for Families

Health & Education Benefits
	· Describe the government programs to assist the elderly and families in financial need;

· Explain the purposes and benefits of the Medicare and Medicaid programs; and

· Describe the financial aid programs available to college students with financial need.
	CCC XLIV (L65; CPA 130-131; H 130-132)
63.1 Website: Social Security Administration
63.2 Website: Aid to Families With Dependent Children (U.S. Department of Health & Human Services)
63.3 Website: Food & Nutrition Service (U.S. Department of Agriculture)
63.4 Website: Low Income Housing (U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development)
63.5 Website: Low Income Housing in Massachusetts
63.6 Website: Tax Breaks (Internal Revenue Service)
63.7 Website: Medicare
63.8 Website: Medicaid
63.9 Website: Massachusetts Public Assistance for Low Income Families
63.10 Website: Government Loans & Grants for College (U.S. Department of Education)
63.11 Video: Federal Student Aid (2:14)

Review & App.: 383-387

Problem 74: Government Health Insurance For All

Problem 75: Free College
Short Debate: Assuming there is a need to reform public assistance programs in the U.S., how could they be designed to reduce poverty?
	Readings & Websites:
(133) Wills (CPA & H)

(134) Probate (CPA & H)

(135) Trusts (H)

	Lesson 64:
Death

Laws of Intestate Succession

Wills

Legal Requirements of Wills

Other Common Estate Planning Documents
	· Explain the purposes of estate planning;

· Summarize the law of intestate succession in Massachusetts when the decedent dies without a will;

· Define the term will and identify the different types of gifts that can be made by the decedent in a will;

· Explain the role of the probate court and the job of the executor or administrator in settlement of an estate;

· Explain the legal requirements in making a valid will; and

· List and define the other common estate planning documents: trusts, powers of attorney, and health care proxies.
	CCC XLV (L66 & 67; CPA 133-134; H 133-135)
64.1 Website: Massachusetts Intestacy Statute
64.2 Website: Massachusetts Family & Probate Court
64.3 Video: Wills & Trusts (1:30)

64.4 Video: Estate Planning Basics (15:00)
64.5 Video: Estate Tax (5:11)

64.6 Website: Current Estate Tax Law
Review & App.: 388-400

Short Debate: Should the U.S. eliminate the Estate Tax?
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 65:
Unit Review
	· Review- Students will review and refine their understandings of the unit content objectives.
	Unit Review Game (in teams)
	Study for Unit Test

	Lesson 66:
Unit Test
	· Unit Test- Students will demonstrate understanding of the unit objectives in a unit test.
	N/A
	Preparation for Family Law Simulation

	Lesson 67:
Legal Writing & Issue Spotting Workshop
	· Legal Writing & Issue Spotting Workshop- Students will review the course content objectives by learning to identify legal issues and writing thorough discussions of the legal issues presented in factual scenarios.
	Legal Writing & Issue Spotting Workshop- Group Work
IRAC Format
	Finish Student Projects

	Lessons 68-72:
Student Project Presentations
	· Student Project Presentations- Students will present their independent research on a legal topic to the class in 20-minute presentations.
	Video: Bar Exam & Should I Go to Law School? (4:55)
	Study for Final Exam

	Lesson 73:
Final Exam
	· Final Exam- Students will demonstrate their understanding of the course content objectives through performance on the course Final Examination.
	N/A
	Study for Final Exam
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